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| MERCATOR: 


—6 Conmerce Retrieved, 


BEING 
CoNsIDERATIONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, €8c. 





rrom Saturday, November 14- to Cueldap, November 17. 1713. 





The Oppofers unconcern’d for their own Reputation when, after the Treaty {hall be made Effectual, the Trade ' 
to France fh.ll appear to be to our Advantage, by the Experiment of the Prattice. 

No room for them to doubt but it will be fo. 

The fir? Propofition being proved, the Mercator lays down his fecond, (viz.) That after the Treaty is 
pafjed, our Importations from France fhall be le/s than ever. 

The Price of Wines in France being, by their own Confeffion, like to be three times as great as before, and 


the Cuftoms in England above three times as high 5 thar Encreafe of the Rate of the Wines muft fork our 











Exportation, becaufe Dearnefs of every thing leffens the Confumption. 


Remarks on the Shifts they make to evade this. 
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| HE MERCATOR cannot but wonder, ° 
that the Epesiere of the Treaty of Com- 


merce with France fhould make no provifion 

in their Conduct now, before the Experi- 
ment is made againft the Reproaches which will ne- 
ceffarily fall upon them, for being Enemies to. their 
Country; when, after the Treaty is made Effectual, 
and the Trade fhall be opened, as there is no room to 
Queftion will be done, the MERCATOR thall be 
able to make it appear, by the Trade ir felf, that the 
Advantage of it to Great-Britain is as great as has been 
affirmed. 

When the true Schemes of Trade fhall be produced, 
and the two Effentials, which we ‘can now {peak’ of, 
enly as future and to come, fhall then be prefenr, and 
evidently appear to be true, (viz.) 1. That our Exporta- 
tions to France fhall be more than ever; And, 2, That 
our Importations fhall bedefS than ever: 

How will their Writers againft the Treaty be made 
more Contemptible than they are now, if that be poffi- 
ble ; and the modefter People, who are now Impofed 
upon and Deluded, be-Convine'd by Demonfiration, 
that they were fo Impofed upon and Deluded ; and shat 
thefe People have really been carrying on a Wicked 
Party-Defign, at the Expence of our general Com- 
merce. : 

That this Time is very near, they cannot be fo 
ftupid as to Queftion ; and, as they will then have ‘no- 
thing to fay in Defence of their prefent Proceeding, 
they ought in prudence to confider, whether they are 
not doing that now,which they will have much Reafon 
to be afham’d of, if they fhould appear afterwards to 
have been in the Wrong, 

The MERCATOR has now gone thro’ his firft 
Propofition, and, as he believes, fufficiently proved, 
that in Cafe the prefent Treaty of Commerce takes 
place, our Exportations to France will be much greater 


than they have ever been fince the Year 1664. 
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The ObjeGions which have been raifed from the 
French falling into our Manufaftures, and makingout 
Broad-Cloth as good as we make it, working Cheapet 
felling Cheaper, &c. has been fpoken to and Expofed 
as it deferves, tho’ not fo much as it deferves. . 

We therefore pafs trom it to the next General, with 
which this whole Argument may be drawn to. @Co 
clufion, (viz.) That as our Exportations.to France thall 
BE MORE, fo our Importations from France fhall B 
LESS,than Ever they were before. 

By Ever, is to be underftood figce the Trade has 
been in any manner fettled, of we have any Accounts 
to produce, and to bring it toaCertainty; we will 
{uppofe it for fifty Year back, or as far tarther as the 
Oppofers defire. 

ie prove this, there is nothing to do but to lay 
down the Circumftances of our Importation, ‘as it was 
before the War, and as it is to be after this Treaty 
tales. place ; and enquire,if there are not fome funda- 
mental Principles to be formed from the Situation 6f 
the Trade, which will make our Conclufion neceflary : 
Let the Particulars be examin’d. 

Before the War, the Wine and Brandy was exceed- 
ingly plentiful in France, and confequently very Cheap, 
being generally bought at Eight or Nine Pound 
Ton, one fort with another: This, the ME ROA. 
TOR believes, no Merchant,who has been of any 
ftanding in the Tradeywill deny. 

As it was very Cheap in France, fo the Duty u 
it in England was very fmall, (viz.) 11. 10s. per Too 
the Brandy, and 7]. 10s. per Ton the Wine, or theré& 
about; as has been formerly proved by the MER. 
CATOR. 

Albeit the Teflimony of the Oppofers is of fimall 
weight in this Cafe, yet it may be thought fufficient 
againft themfelves, or elfe it is of no Ufe at all. Now 
they have taken’a deal of Pains to prove tous, 
that the French Wine fhali, even after the Peace, and 

after 
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‘atte the areaty may take place, be at no lefsa Price 
wed pet Ton firft Coft in France. Vid.the Cuzr- 
aed ther Papers, not worth naming. 
AHO’ this Argument may not be granted by 
Ba C ATOR, neither indeed is the Faé pro- 
gt becaufe they have Printed it, and expeét to 
p.40REN) Upon their. word, it is there a juft Argument 
to be-ufed againft them. 
Add to this what we all know, and the MERC. A- 
TOR has fhewn ; (viz.) That by the Treaty ,the Duty 
“upon French Wines is to continue at 27]. per Ton on 
their Importation, which added to the Prime Coft in 
France, as above, is,this,. leaving out odd Money : 


Prime Coft , aS 
Cutom  —— 1. 77 


ieoeteutneeeetanmnall 


], 52 per Ton. 


The Value before the War was thus :, 


‘2 
¥ 









Prime Coft in France 1. 8 a” 
' Cuftom in England =. 7: 10 





1, 15: 10 per Ton. 


» _Now to prove,that we fhall Import as much Wine 
safter the Treaty takes place as we did before, they 
muft run into this Abfurdity, (viz.) That the Dear- 
nefs will not Ieflen the Confumption; and that we 
fhall drink as much Wine at 52]. per Ton as _ we did at 
15]. 10s. pet Ton firft Coft.” 
On tthe other Hand, The MERCATOR defires 
‘no fairer Proof of what he has propofed than this; 
Let them fland. to their own words, (viz-) That the 
Prime Coft of the Wine in France fhall be 25 1}. per 
Ton, and we all know the Dury isto be 27 1]. per 
Ton, fomething over, which, as above, is 521.,per 
Ton in the whole: And he thinks it is fufficiently pro- 
ved, that our Importation and Confumption muft be 
Jefs than it was at 15]. 10s..Prime Coft and Cuftom 
“put together; or elfethe Dearnefs of any Commodity 
does not Jeffen the Confumprtion. 
‘- The MERCATOR has not heard, (for as for 
“yeading all their Papers he never yet beftow’d much 
time on them) but he has not heard ,that they ever 
‘thought fit to enter upon the Debate of this part: It 
Jies fo dire&tly againft them, that it is impoffible any one 
fhould anfwer it. 
‘ ‘Whar can be faid againft a Propofition fo fair ? They 
have own’d,that Wines will be dearer in France than 
they were before: They know,that the Cuflom is to be 
‘above three times as much in England as it was before, 
‘and yet they would have us allow, that as much fhall be 
Imported as was before; which is too grofs for them 
to put upon any body but thofe,who ftand ready to be- 


lieve and to propagate any Ab{furdity they pleafe to lay fe > 


down. . 
It is remarkable, that thefe People, blinded by their 


-own Heat, and thinking they had a mighty Advantage 
of the MERCATOR, took a great deal of Pains to 
‘prove it as an unanfwerable Truth, that the French 
Wines fhould ever hereafter bear a higher Price in 
France than they did before. They might have guefs'd 
‘ by the faint Oppofition made to them, that it had been 
but a falfe Attack that was made on that fide; for the 
“MERCATOR knowing into what Abfurdiry they 
were running, and that they would not fail to hamper 
themfelves, and fall into the Net they were fpreading, 
refolved to prompt them on, and give them Rope 
ugh. 
OO now let the World fee, how they will get ont 
“of this Dilemma; and let them anfwer thefe Confe- 
quences fairly and plainly if they can. 
1+ If they fhall be dearer than ever, lef fhall be con- 
fumed than ever, becaufe Dearnefs leffens Confumption. 


nad 








2. Vf they fhall coft 25]. per Ton, which is more by 
71. than the Portugal Wines are to be bought for, ther 
there will be the fame Difference between the French 
Wines and the Portugal Wines fiill as was defired. The 
Portugal Wine will come dearer to Market than the 
French, which if they coft equal Price ar firft, could not 
be fo by their own Argument. The Portugal Trade 
will not be hurt. 

_ Yo help this out, they fly to a Shift, ( viz.) The Dift 
ference of Fraight, (viz.) That the French Wines are 
brought from France at 1]. per Ton Fraight, and the 
Portuguefe coft 4]. per Ton. The MERCATOR 
will not call this a Lye, tho’ falfe, becaufe he defires not 
to imitate them in the Foulnef& of the Mouth, which is 
aCommodity they are willing t6’ make a Monopoly of to 
the Ufe and Behoof of their own Party: But the Truth 
Is, it is a Proof their Writer is Ignorant, and is Impo- 
fed upon; for it is a Truth all the Navigating and Mer- 
chandizing part of England knows, That 40s. per Ton 
was the utmoft Price given for Fraight to Portugal, till 
the War raifed the Rate. Four Bound! alas, it was 
never known: Four Pound was a Fraight for Leghorn: 
For Six Pound we Seil'd to Jamaica or Virginia, both 
out_and home. They. ought to go to School to Men 
of Fxperience, before they affirm fich Things as thefe. 

Thus they have brought themfelves into a Dilemma, 
which they can no way fhuffle themfelves out of, but 
by unfaying all they had faid before, and bringing 
back the prime Coft of French Wines to where it was 
before, and proving ,that by the Treaty,the Cuftoms 
are to be no more than they were before; by both of 
which they will ruin their famous Ballance in Value, of 
+ ig fuch unaccountable things have been faid by 
them. 

If then the Price fhall be dearer, the Quantity muft 
be lefs: Let them come off of that how they can. 

From the Wine and Brandy we praceed to the French 
Silks, of which much Clamour has been endeavoured 
to be raifed; but the Juftice of the Treaty has fo clear- 
ly been made out, that they have not been able to raife 
the Mob, as they vainly expected, on that Account: of 
which more fhall be faid in our next. 





From the Custaom-House. 


Nov. 13- Goods Exported to France in one Day. 


156 ]. Wrought Iron 
224 |. Laka Brafs 
56 |. Haberdathery 
14 Whips 
4438 }. Cotton Wooll 
1620 ps. Glafs Wares 
15 Gall. Canary 
90 C. Logwood 
* 580 C. Brown Sugar 
* 3 Ton Oyl 
* 148 C. Rice 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 
This Day is Publifh’d, 


Nother letter from a Country-Whig to Richard 
Steele, Efq; on his Defence of his Gaardian Aug. 
the 7th. Price 3d. | 


Lately Hubjifh’d, 
Memoirs of Count Tariff, &c. Price 18. 


Both Printed for J. Morphew near Stationers-Hall. 





~ 


LONDON: Printed for Benj. Tooxe:, at the Temple-Gate. and 
Joun Barser, on Lambeth-Hill, (Price 3 Half-pence,) 








